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Dear Friends

Today in Australia the Church celebrates the feaatgreat saint and founder, St Dominic, though in
most parts of the world, his feast falls on tfleo8 August. The reason forithdiscrepancy is, of course,
that here we have our own future saint anahélmr, Blessed Mary MacKillop, celebrated on the same
day. For some time there was a small drawbadtkisnre-arrangement. It was the loss of a noteworthy
optional memorial - the dedication of the basilica of St Mary Major in Rome, celebrated no doubt in
grand style each year, in the Eternal City. Fortelgatt has now been recovered here on August 7.

This church is acknowledged as the oldest survivingpte dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and the
largest Marian church in Rome. In accordance withaaroing legend about its origin, it is affectionately
known as Our Lady of the Snows. The custom of dedicating churches to the honour of Mary seems to
have taken off about this time, perhaps becausesi€tuncil of Ephesus (431ad), the Church officially
defended her title of OMottafrGod.O This way of referring to tiegin was rejected by the Patriarch
Nestorius of Constantinople because of a seriogsmdierstanding of the way in which the Divine and
human natures are united in Jesus. The Council was called together to address the spread of this error.
The expressions of joy of the common people uporirigeaf the bishopsO declaration in favour of

MaryOQs title is wonderfully described in writing by one of the primary figures of that Council, St Cyril of
Alexandria.

Now we have Marian churches all over the world] Bfelbourne is no exception. Each bears its own
special title, often linked to an apparition of Maayphrase from some hymn, or some favour she has
rendered or need she has met.

The good news here at this Marian church is tha, few weeks, restoration work on the external fabric
will resume. Thanks to a helping hand from the Catholic Development Fund, we will be able to complete
one more important segment b the southern traridetiiple smaller donations from our 2010 Appeal

are helping to reduce debt incurred in earlieresagObviously, the economic recession has not made
things easier, though we have never lost hope tbat thiould be a way ahead. All that has already been
achieved gives great joy in itself.

Apart from that significant matter, itOs worth mentiomimglatively new activity that has proven popular.
Nearly on a monthly basis, young married couple tmen coming together at St MaryOs to reflect on
the typical issues faced in the first few yearsnafriage. Often, one couple will present a kind of Ocase
studyQ, leading to lively and enlightening discus$ipdoe is usually on hand to present his own insights.
The formula seems to work fine, since couplesgkcoming back for more. The next time will be
Tuesday evening, September 14, at 7.30pm in the St MaryOs Crypt.

Hope you like this monthOs issuéoivnioad. WeOre always happy to get some feedback!

Cheers and prayers

Fr Max Polak PP
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Emmy award winning bishop was an early TV celebrity
By Anthony Barich www.therecord.com.au

THE sainthood cause of Archbishop Fulton Sheen could prove a defining moment for
the Catholic Church and its priesthood in
" Australia as well as in the US, where the
late prelate worked. There is a groundswell
of support for his cause which in Australia
is led by Perth father and son team Daniel
and Martin Tobin who annually organise a
fundraising concert which, along with
promoting the cause, funds initiatives like
Archbishop Barry Hickey’s occasional
spots on Channel Nine.

Sheen himself was a success on
commercial television, beating
contemporary pop-culture icons Lucille
Ball and Edward R Murrow for an Emmy
award for Most Outstanding Television
Personality in 1952 for his show Life is
worth living, which he hosted for six years.
In his acceptance speech, he thanked his “writers” — Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

Sheen was the 1950s-era TV Bishop who, at the height of his fame, commanded an
audience estimated at 30 million. He also hosted for 20 years The Catholic Hour on
radio and The Fulton Sheen Programme on TV for seven years. Sheen’s success a
half-century ago came at a critical moment when American Catholicism was
“struggling to emerge from the ghetto”, seasoned Vatican observer John Allen Jnr of
the National Catholic Reporter said during the week of the 30th anniversary of
Sheen’s death in December last year.

Today, as the Church reels from the sexual abuse crisis and, in the US, divisive forays
into the world of politics, there has arisen a man some say is the new Fulton Sheen —
self-deprecating, with a sense of humour, yet with an apparently equally insatiable
appetite for Catholic tradition, teaching and lore: Archbishop Timothy Dolan.
Sheen’s cause received a significant shot in the arm when Archbishop Dolan, in his
14 July installation speech as Archbishop of New York, cited Sheen as one of the
“great priestly heroes” of the influential Archdiocese’s history, along with Cuban Fr
Felix Varela who fought for the abolition of slavery in the early 1800s and renowned
theologian and diplomat Cardinal Avery Dulles. “When the Archbishop of New York
gives his installation speech, people listen; and when he says in that speech that
Fulton Sheen was one of his greatest inspirations, he’s sending a message,” Martin
Tobin told The Record.

But Dolan went further. The Archbishop, who also has a regular weekly radio
programme and whom The New York Times called the “Archbishop of Charm”,
celebrated a special Mass marking the 30th anniversary of Sheen’s death on 9



December last year in New York’s St Patrick’s Cathedral. “He wanted to get to
Heaven, and he wanted bring the whole world with him,” Dolan said of Sheen in his
homily. “As members of a supernatural family, the Church, we gather to thank God
for him, eager to swap stories about a particular episode, a witty comment, a word of
advice, a particular quote, his hypnotic eyes, his soothing yet challenging voice, or an
occasion when we were with him.” For Sheen, Jesus was “alive, still active, still
powerful, still teaching,
still healing, still leading
us to heaven” because the
Incarnation was “still
going on,” Archbishop
Dolan said, adding that
Jesus is as alive in His
Church as He was “on the
shores of the Sea of
Galilee.”

Dolan related in his
homily how, when he met
Sheen while a seminarian
in Rome, a crowd had
gathered around Sheen as
he said he’s just met with Pope Paul VI, who took his hand and said: “Fulton Sheen,
you will have a high place in heaven”.

Sheen quipped straight back with: “Your Holiness, would you mind making that an
infallible statement?”” On one of his own weekly radio programmes, Dolan said of
Sheen: “He was sometimes styled as a shallow populariser, but deep down he had a
towering intellect” — an attribute Allen also says Dolan has in spades.

However, canonisation causes are difficult to gauge. Speculation was rife in
Australian secular media for months about when Mary MacKillop would be made a
saint. While one miracle must be verified for beatification and another for
canonisation, the public never hears about it until the Pope declares it has been
approved. Many secular news outlets speculated without any actual evidence that
MacKillop’s canonisation wou ld occur during World Youth Day 2008, when the
second miracle had not even been approved yet. Sr Pauline Morgan, WA Provincial
head of the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart which Mary MacKillop founded,
told The Record that while the process is known, how long it takes is anyone’s guess.
“Whether it takes three months or three years to assess the miracles we have no idea,
so it was a lovely surprise that things happened so quickly in the past year. People say
that, as the Pope prayed at Mary’s tomb it would move quickly, but while it probably
made it more personal to him by having been here, we have no idea what particularly
motivated the process to speed up” she said.

A sainthood cause for Sheen was launched in 2002 by the diocese of Peoria, Illinois,
where he was born Peter John, the oldest of four sons, but became known as Fulton,
his mother’s maiden name. Franciscan Friar of the Renewal Fr Andrew Apostoli, the
Vice-Postulator of Sheen’s cause whom Sheen ordained to the priesthood, confirmed
to EWTN that two miracles have been submitted as possible miracles for Sheen’s
beatification. One is the alleged cure of an infant boy whom doctors discovered had a
life threatening condition 12 hours after his birth, now aged six and in perfect health;
the other is the case of an “older woman” with a burst aorta who “should have died on
the operating table” and whose husband prayed for two hours to Sheen for God’s
healing. The boy is now named Fulton John, while the woman is also in good health.



Sheen, who died of heart disease on 9 December 1979, is now a Servant of God, a
term used for people whose lives are being investigated in consideration for official
recognition by the Pope and the Church as a saint. Pope John Paul II — who in October
1979 embraced Sheen, saying “You have written and spoken well of the Lord Jesus.
You have been a loyal son of the Church” — also has Servant of God status.

Sheen’s teachings are gaining a new foothold with today’s generation as the Eternal
Word Television Network (EWTN) started re-broadcasting his shows last year. While
he wrote 65 books himself and numerous articles and pamphlets, new books are still
being written about his life. “If there is a Fulton Sheen of this generation - meaning an
American Bishop with the same capacity to engage a national audience, to make
Catholicism seem attractive to a secular world - it’s probably Timothy Dolan,” Allen
said, describing Dolan as “relentlessly upbeat”. “The most immediate thing that
strikes the casual observer is this: He doesn’t seem to be mad at anybody. Dolan just
radiates hope, and that alone is sometimes enough to move mountains,” Allen said of
Dolan.

Fr Apostoli said that Sheen, who had a “flair for the dramatic”, had a chief concern
for the reform and renewal of the priesthood. “At my ordination he said something
that still haunts me: ‘if there’s any key to reform of Church and salvation of world it
lies in a renewal of the priesthood’,” Fr Apostoli said. Sheen had a particular passion
for the true reforms of the Second Vatican Council to be implemented, but lamented
how “the spirit of the world” had entered the Church, Fr Apostoli said. This was
highlighted powerfully for Sheen when Bella Dodd, a Communist he converted to
Catholicism, told him that Russian dictator Josef Stalin said the greatest enemy of
Communism was the Catholic Church, and the best way to destroy the Church was to
have men who have no faith enter the priesthood.

Bella had spent 20 years helping over 1,000 of such men to the priesthood.

While Sheen also had a particular focus on empowering lay people realise their
universal baptismal call to holiness, Martin Tobin believes that Sheen’s hopeful
canonisation could spell a renewal of the Church and the priesthood and their
perception in the wider world, especially in light of Sheen’s particular concern for the
priesthood.

The Record is a Perth based Catholic newspaper
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Mel Gibson, Hollywood anti-hero in
the making, is in the stocks this
month being pelted with verbal rotten
tomatoes by journalists who love
nothing better for a target than a
fallen moralist. The former family
man, having broken up a 28-year
marriage by his alcoholism and
infidelity, is now in the midst of an
ugly break-up with his girlfriend of
two or three years, Oksana
Grigorieva. She has released
recordings of telephone calls in which
he abused her in highly offensive and




threatening language, and accused him of hitting her and injuring their nine-month-
old daughter in the process.

Compounding the disgrace is Gibson’s Catholicism, which, thanks to his father’s
influence, is reputed to be of a stricter kind (doctrinally, if not in practice) and to
which he gave notable and moving expression in his 2004 film The Passion of The
Christ. Additionally, and, in jarring contrast, there is his habit of spouting racial and
other slurs during bouts of alcohol-fuelled truculence and, in the present instance,
uncontrolled anger. To his much-cited rant against Jews when stopped for drunk
driving, he has allegedly added denigration of gays and now the use of “nigger” in the
context of vitriolic and profanity-laden attacks on Grigorieva. Infidelity, drunkenness,
boorishness -- these by themselves would not distinguish Gibson from the common
run of sinners. But anti-semitism, racism, homophobia and sexism are a different
story; in American public life today there are no greater sins that these, and no clearer
target for opprobrium than the person who commits them, or even appears to commit
them. The woman he recklessly took up with as his marriage disintegrated has
exposed him as just such a target.

New York Times writer Frank Rich, who seems to have a personal score to settle with
Gibson, has seized the opportunity to “bury Caesar” with evident relish. He has two
things against the disgraced movie star. In the first place, Rich is Jewish and he was
deeply offended by The Passion of The Christ, which he damns as “nakedly anti-
semitic”. And the second is like the first. The film represents everything that was
nasty, brutish and far too long about the conservatism of the Bush years: values
voters, indecency rules, concerns about the “war on Christmas”, panic over gay
marriage -- but, above all, the respect given to The Passion and its creator. “In 2004,
Mel Gibson, box office king and conservative culture hero, was invincible,” says Rich
bitterly. He then notes with sardonic satisfaction how those trends have been reversed:
“The death throes of Mel Gibson’s career feel less like another Hollywood scandal
than the last gasps of an American era.” Rich is wrong about The Passion; it is not an
attack on Jews but an attempt to look without flinching at the suffering of one Jew
who happened also to be the Son of God. The Times writer also makes too much of
circumstantial evidence: Gibson senior’s reputation as a Holocaust denier and
Gibson’s own -- only? -- drunken outburst about Jews. It is hard to escape the
impression that he simply dislikes Christian morality, and Gibson gives him a
convenient excuse to rehearse his phobia.

Something similar is at work in Christopher Hitchens’ diatribe against Gibson on
Slate. We all know how Hitchens cannot stand religion and religious people and that
he has to spend a lot of time pointing out what is wrong with it all. Well, here is
Gibson doing all the hard work for him -- Gibson and his eccentric dad, tarred with
the same brush of fanatical Catholicism and its hang-ups as he is. Many people, even
Gibson himself perhaps, have come to the conclusion that he suffers from a
personality disorder bordering on outright mental illness: paranoia, manic depression,
something like that. Hitchens has a more elegant, but less forgiving theory: “Yet here
is a man whose every word and deed is easily explicable once you know the single
essential thing about him: He is a member of a fascist splinter group that believes it is
the salvation of the Catholic Church.” Gibson thus becomes an emanation of one
Hitches’ pet hates: “the Catholic right” with its connection to “European fascism”.


http://www.slate.com/id/2260937/
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/07/18/opinion/18rich.html

The funny thing is, as I read Hitch’s rant against Mel I was struck by how alike they
are. Both seem shaped, willy-nilly, by their backgrounds. According to a profile in the
Guardian, Hitchen’s mother was Jewish, which explains his sensitivity to anti-Jewish
slurs. His father was a British naval officer in World War II whose sole topic of
conversation subsequently was the war -- the one
time in his life when he "knew what he was doing".
Hitch, as we know, loves nothing better than a
verbal war and his second wife (like Gibson he has
a broken marriage behind him) told the New Yorker
a few years ago that her husband was one of "those
men who were never really in battle and wished
they had been. There's a whole tough-guy, 'T am
violent, I will use violence, I will take some of
these people out before I die' talk, which is key to
his psychology — I don't care what he says. I think
it is partly to do with his upbringing."

Remind you of anyone?

Then there is Hitch’s gargantuan capacity for
alcohol, his scatalogical language, his ranting
against “Islamofacism” and every other type of
fascism he sees lurking behind religious exteriors --
even that of Mother Teresa, whom he once called the “Ghoul of Calcutta”. Granted,
the Oxford graduate usually does it with more elegance than the wild colonial boy,
who prefers blood and gore imagery to send messages to the establishment, but he
often seems to sail close to the line between literacy and lunacy. Conservative culture
hero? Catholic fascist? Mel Gibson? I don’t think so; but how does one make sense of
the man?

Back in 2004 when The Passion was causing such a stir, a Wall Street Journal
editorial likened the film to “a documentary by Caravaggio”. Following this clue (hat
tip to Frank Rich for quoting it) I boned up on the famous Baroque painter, who turns
out to be another scapegrace who produced works of genius. Many of these are
marked by violent struggles, decapitations, torture and death. One of his first public
commissions was the Martyrdom of St Matthew. Not Braveheart, The Patriot, or even
The Passion, but the works of the two artists show a similar fascination with strong
contrasts of light and darkness and the drama of violence. And like Gibson’s more
serious output, Caravaggio’s realism upset some people, who saw it as vulgar.

But it is the personal life of Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio -- who died exactly
400 years ago -- that particularly caught my attention. Let Wikipedia do the talking:
He burst upon the Rome art scene in 1600 with the success of his first public
commissions... Thereafter he never lacked for commissions or patrons, yet he handled
his success atrociously. An early published notice on him, dating from 1604 and
describing his lifestyle three years previously, tells how "after a fortnight's work he
will swagger about for a month or two with a sword at his side and a servant
following him, from one ball-court to the next, ever ready to engage in a fight or an
argument, so that it is most awkward to get along with him." In 1606 he killed a
young man in a brawl and fled from Rome with a price on his head. In Malta in 1608
he was involved in another brawl, and yet another in Naples in 1609, possibly a
deliberate attempt on his life by unidentified enemies. By the next year, after a
relatively brief career, he was dead.

This is not an attempt to absolve Mel Gibson on the ground that his talent excuses
everything else. It does not. The point is that he may be a more familiar kind of sinner


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Caravaggio
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/may/22/christopher-hitchens-decca-aitkenhead
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fL3mNz4T0gY&feature=player_embedded
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Martyrdom_of_Saint_Matthew_%28Caravaggio%29

than some of his critics make out, and that their attempt to demonise him as a fascist
reveals more about themselves than about him. Exactly what Gibson has said and
done to Ms Grigorieva has yet to be determined by the legal process, but it looks very
bad. His life is seriously derailed and it is difficult to see how it can be set to rights.
After a three-year separation, his wife Robyn filed for a divorce in April 2009 and it is
not clear what stage the proceedings have reached. She and Gibson still have their
seven children and business interests in common. She has even spoken up for him in
the current scandal, submitting a sworn statement that he never harmed her or their
children during all the years of marriage. She was, reportedly, sick of hearing him
portrayed as a monster. Could she forgive him and repair the marriage? He would
have to use his knees a lot more than his mouth for that to even be possible. A
Caravaggio ending is not inevitable for this drama that Mel Gibson is co-directing, but
we shall just have to wait and see.

Carolyn Moynihan is deputy editor of MercatorNet.
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§ stories to

B emerge from
the World
Cup in South
Africa
concerned the
taciturn
coach of the
winning side,
Spain. Vicente
del Bosque’s
21-year-old
second son
Alvaro has
Down
syndrome. But the coach is immensely proud of him -- even though Alvaro has been
highly critical of some of his decisions.

Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis Zapatero made sure that Alvaro was invited to his
official reception for the team to hold the World Cup trophy aloft. “At first we cried a
lot,” del Bosque says about the days after Alvaro’s birth, “but now when I look back I
think, we were so foolish.” The coach’s reaction is quite typical of the parents of
Down syndrome children. Despite significant health problems, they normally have a
placid, loving disposition which often brings much consolation to parents. Some even
say that their Down syndrome child is easier to raise than their other children. As a
Harvard University expert, Dr Brian Skotko, puts it, “Parents who have children with
DS have already found much richness in life with an extra chromosome.”

That’s why I found this week’s news from Melbourne so gut-wrenching: “Two
Victorian couples are suing doctors for failing to diagnose Down syndrome in their
unborn babies, denying them the chance to terminate the pregnancies. The couples are


http://www.heraldsun.com.au/news/national/two-couples-suing-doctors-for-failing-to-diagnose-down-syndrome/story-e6frf7l6-1225894802548
http://community.livejournal.com/ontd_football/2515901.html
http://www.scribd.com/doc/34681923/With-new-prenatal-testing-will-babies-with-Down-syndrome-slowly-disappear

claiming unspecified damages for economic loss, continuing costs of care of the
children, and ‘psychiatric injury’. Both say they would have aborted their pregnancies
had they been told their children would be born with Down syndrome.” Current
affairs shows interviewed the parents. They complained about how very hard it is to
look after these children, and that they really would have rather aborted the babies had
they been given the chance. So now they are seeking damages for their “psychiatric
injury” and suffering. This is crassly selfish, but the unfortunate parents are probably
just echoing what they heard from doctors. Dr Skotko reported in the Archives of
Disease in Childhood last year that few of them know much about life with Down
syndrome. Often they put subtle or not-so-subtle pressure on pregnant women to abort
affected foetuses. Many women told him that their physicians had provided them with
incomplete, inaccurate, and oftentimes offensive information about the condition. He
found that women were being told that Down syndrome was a too great a burden for
the child to bear.

I must say that I cannot summon up much sympathy for these parents and even less
for their demand for damages. Do special needs children present challenges? Yes,
absolutely. But guess what? Anything worthwhile is tough going. Indeed, sacrifice is
the name of the game for parents. In fact, every single child is a huge handful. They
place enormous demands on you for a good 20 years -- and continue to do so long
after they leave the nest. Not only will they cost you at least a quarter of a million
dollars between ages 0 to 18, but they will cost you emotionally, physically,
psychologically and mentally. Loving another person is costly.

Real love discounts the tremendous costs. Any parent worth his or her salt will gladly
make a dozen major sacrifices a day out of love for their offspring. All true love is
self-giving, not self-taking. To love another person is to give away part of yourself, to
become vulnerable, to take risks, and to be willing to hurt. If you do not want to hurt,
then do not love. A parent’s love may be among the world’s greatest love, because it
may hurt the most and cost the most. But love happily embraces such hurts, sacrifices
and burdens. Those born with physical or mental incapacities are obviously going to
be somewhat more of a handful. But they are all still beautiful sons and daughters
who deserve to be loved. They do not deserve the guilt trip put upon them by parents
who complain about their very existence, their very right to life.

These two couples in Melbourne are not alone. We live in an age of selfishness and
the deification of self. Anything that will inconvenience us, cost us, or weary us can
be jettisoned. When we weary of the toaster, we chuck it out and get a new one. When
the plasma TV begins to play up, we ditch it for a newer, bigger model. And when the
children we bring into the world are not perfect, it seems natural to sue somebody.
While we all want the best for our children and for our loved ones, the quest for the
perfect baby — or the perfect anything — is a futile and ultimately selfish quest. Life
offers no guarantees, and love is developed and enhanced in the furnaces of affliction,
hardship and trials.

Such talk seems quaint today, even offensive. We demand perfection. Designer babies
are now a part of this demand for only the best, the most convenient, and the most
hassle-free. If we don’t get a free ride through life, we will find someone or
something to blame — and to issue a lawsuit against. The quest for perfect people is
not new. It has been around for some time now. Indeed, we have a term for it:
eugenics. The Nazis gave it a bad name by putting the government in charge. But
after lurking in the basement for the last 40 years, eugenics is back, rebranded as
“reproductive choice”. In its privatised form it has been highly successful.

At the moment, about 92 percent of women in advanced countries abort a Down
syndrome child after it has been detected. Dr Skotko even predicts that they could


http://www.mercatornet.com/admin/Mothers%20of%20Children%20With%20Down%20Syndrome%20Reflect%20on%20Their%20Postnatal%20Support

become “extinct”. But the disappearance of Down syndrome children from our
society is an authentic tragedy. We need people who challenge our selfish desire for a
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no-hassles existence. We need people who show that “a caring society”, “a non-
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discriminatory society”, “a democratic society” are not just windy platitudes. Sure,
raising Down syndrome children presents challenges, but as President Barack Obama
declared in his inauguration speech, challenges make us great: "What is required of us
now is a new era of responsibility -- a recognition... that we have duties to ourselves,
our nation and the world; duties that we do not grudgingly accept, but rather seize
gladly, firm in the knowledge that there is nothing so satisfying to the spirit, so
defining of our character than giving our all to a difficult task." Why doesn’t someone
frame these words and send them to every obstetrician in Australia?

Bill Muehlenberg is a lecturer in ethics and philosophy at several Melbourne
theological colleges and a PhD candidate at Deakin University.
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Kevin Staley-Joyce www.firstthings.com/blogs/firstthoughts

Steve Jobs can, as one commenter said of his 2007 iPhone debut presentation, “sell ice to
an Eskimo.” What’s more interesting than what he can sell, though, is what he chooses
not to. After his well-publicized decision not to sanction adult-themed applications on the
new iPad, reactions from technology experts were mixed, though few seemed shrill. Once,
when asked about the possibility of smut on Apple’s mobile devices, Jobs replied, “You
know, there’s a porn store for Android....You can download nothing but porn. You can
download porn, your kids can download porn. That’s a place we don’t want to go, so we're
not going to go there.” It effected a guilt-by-association that does—quite effectively—
make the Google smartphone sound rather dirty and corrupted.

In the same breath,
interestingly enough,

Jobs let out his belief in “a
moral responsibility to keep
porn off the iPhone.” But
does this lead us to believe
Jobs has been skimming
Mary Eberstadt’s

most recent essay in FIRST
THINGS, and restitching
Apple’s moral fabric? Maybe,
maybe not. Phil Schiller,
Apple’s vice president of
marketing, has said that
Apple continues to allow
applications authored by the
R-rated Playboy and coffee
table-unfriendly Sports
Hllustrated, as they originate
from “more reputable
companies.” I suppose that’s
possibly true as a matter of

‘ degree, but it’s hard to deny
that all these “companies” capitalize on the same untoward impulse. Given this
apparently non-purist stance on smut, perhaps Apple wishes not so much to purge its
products of adult-themed material, but to distance themselves from the internet-
dominating sexual profiteers of San Fernando Valley, for business and ethical reasons.

10


http://www.wired.com/gadgetlab/2010/02/apple-porn-ban/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/blog/inaugural-address/
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Stepping back, it’s instructive to take a look at how much restraint Jobs used in his
decision to keep smut off Apple products. He didn’t, mind you, effect a China-style
censorship of Apple’s Safari browser, nor censor anything extrinsic to his company. This
kept the libertarian police at bay. And Jobs’ ability to sanitize the iPad is, after all,
inherently limited to the variables he controls—iPad applications and other programs,
such as his products’ use of Flash software.

The most significant fact about Jobs’ announcement will be, I suspect, his introduction of
moral language into the sterile domain of profit-oriented, competition-driven technology.
Jobs’ refusal to surrender to the internet’s dominating force—pornography—makes his
claim of “freedom from porn” quite plausible. Any such exceptionless moral claim
requires grit, and can drive away business. Cynicism is easy, and, rather than interpreting
this as a mere mercenary appeal to the pocketbooks of family-friendly homes, it’s
reasonable to think Steve Jobs has simply taken a hard line on smut.

First Things Blog (First thoughts)
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Interview With Postulator of Mary MacKillop's Cause

By Carmen Elena Villa

ROME, JULY 19, 2010 (Zenit.org).- Audacious, intrepid and a woman ahead of her
times. But also kind, good and very prayerful. This is a description of Blessed Mary
MacKillop, set to become in October the first saint of Australia. Mary MacKillop
(1842-1909) will be canonized Oct. 17 by Benedict XVI in St. Peter's Square.

ZENIT spoke with Sister Mary Casey, a religious of the order founded by Blessed
Mary and the postulator of her cause for canonization. Sister Casey describes Blessed
Mary's insight into evangelical charity and explains why the saint suffered
excommunication.

ZENIT: How would you describe her childhood and youth?

Sister Casey: Mary MacKillop was born of immigrant parents from Scotland, in
Melbourne, a city that was only seven
years in existence. Australia was
settled by Europeans for less than 100
years, so living arrangements were
primitive. Mary's parents had arrived
separately but may have known each
other in Scotland. Mary was born on
Jan. 15, 1842, the first of eight children
born to Alexander and Flora
MacKillop. Her father was unable to
stay in stable employment so the
circumstances of the family were
constantly changing. They often
depended on relatives for a home and
the means to live. At an early age Mary
went to work, first in a stationery store
and, later as a teacher and then as a
governess to cousins. She was a fine
horsewoman, loved nature and had a

| great affection for her family.

ZENIT: How did she discover her call
to found the Sisters of St. Joseph?

Sister Casey: When Mary was a
governess in the southeast of South Australia, she noted that there was little or no
education for rural children and especially for Catholic children. She had a dream of
becoming a sister but had to put that dream aside to help support her family. While
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she was a governess she met the parish priest, Father Julian Tenison Woods, whose
parish was very large, almost the size of England. He shared Mary's dream and when
she was 24 years old she believed that she was free at last to follow that dream.

She did not want to join any of the few religious congregations already present in
Australia as their work was mainly confined to the cities. In 1866, she and her sister
opened the first school in a disused stable in Penola and so was born the congregation
of the Sisters of St. Joseph. Mary was advised to move to Adelaide, where the new
congregation expanded and soon spread to other colonies and to New Zealand. They
begged for their support and only asked parents for any payment they could afford.
Many could not pay anything. Soon Mary established homes for unmarried pregnant
girls, for women coming out of jail and for destitute elderly.

ZENIT: What were her main virtues?

Sister Casey: Blessed Mary is remembered both for the works she did and for the
person she was. As Pope John Paul I said at the time of her beatification in Sydney,
"Because the love of God inflamed her heart, she tenaciously defended the weak, the
poor, the suffering and all those on the margins of society. She worked to assist
women and families in distress and to
eradicate ignorance among the young. ...
In her, the unwanted, the unloved and
those alienated from society found
comfort and strength" (John Paul II at the
Domain, Sydney, Jan. 18, 1995).

She lived the Gospel imperative to love
one's neighbor as oneself. She gave
dignity to the poor and especially to
women in a harsh and difficult
environment. She treated first peoples of
the land, the Aborigines, with a respect
that was not often accorded them. As a
governess she befriended the local
aboriginal children and taught some to
read and write.

ZENIT: Where did so much goodness
come from?

Sister Casey: Blessed Mary had received
from her mother a profound belief in the Providence of God. She lived by that belief
and imbued her sisters with that same trust. Her living faith, her active hope, charity
and openness to the action of grace nurtured her daily life and were evidenced in the
exercise of all the virtues. With courage, gentleness and compassion she lived with
isolated rural "battlers," urban slum dwellers and the ordinary working class people.
She exhorted them to be faithful to their constitutions and rules, to pray individually
and communally, to have devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, to live constantly in the
presence of God and attend Mass whenever a priest was available. She was loyal to
the Church and had particular care for priests in their apostolate. She would never
allow a sister to say a word against a priest or bishop.
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She lived by the spirit of the law and not just the letter. She did not recoil from
changing the rule for individual sisters when circumstances demanded it. Her
friendships with persons from all levels of society are well documented. Her friend,
Joanna Barr Smith, an Anglican lady, wrote toward the end of Blessed Mary's life,
"Living or dying ... I am ever the same to you and am proud to look back on nearly
40 years of friendship." Yet her most outstanding gift was her kindness. It was not just
the kindness reflected in all the works for which she had been responsible, nor the
kindness of an isolated, aloof person but the kindness which St. Paul describes in his
first letter to the Corinthians: "Love is patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is
never boastful or conceited; it is never rude or selfish; it does not take offense and is
not resentful. Love ... delights in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to
hope, to endure whatever comes" (1 Corinthians 13:4-7).

ZENIT: And she is admired in Australia both by people of the secular world and by
religious ...

Sister Casey: After her beatification, the prime minister of Australia addressed
Parliament reiterating her contribution. He said, "The qualities she embodied --
openness and tolerance, courage, persistence, faith and care for others -- are qualities
for individuals, communities and nations to live by" (The Honorable Paul Keating,
Prime Minister of Australia, addressing Parliament, Jan. 31, 1995).

Last year during his visit to Sydney for World Youth Day, Benedict X VI, in speaking
of Blessed Mary MacKillop, said "I know that her perseverance in the face of
adversity, her plea for justice on behalf of those unfairly treated and her practical
example of holiness have become a source of inspiration for all Australians."

ZENIT: Why is it said that she was a woman ahead of her times?

Sister Casey: Mary MacKillop was considered to be a woman ahead of her time for
many reasons. First, in Australia she wanted her sisters to be under the government of
a sister superior-general who would be free to send the sisters wherever there was a
need. In that period sisters were usually under the jurisdiction of the local bishop. She
wanted her sisters to live as the poor did in small communities of two or three sisters
and in houses that were poor like those of the people. She encouraged the sisters to
live in isolated places where Mass and the sacraments may have been available to
them infrequently. She saw all persons as being equal before God, regardless of social
status, religion, race or age. Finally, she had a vision for the whole of Australia when
it was still a country of individual colonies.

ZENIT: An unusual event happened in her life: her excommunication by the bishop of
Adelaide. Why did this happen?

Sister Casey: The reasons for the excommunication of Mary MacKillop were
complex. The priest-founder, Father Julian Tenison Woods, had been made director of
Catholic education in Adelaide and was not popular with his fellow priests. In
establishing new schools, many of which were staffed by the Sisters of St. Joseph,
debts increased. Some of the sisters were not as well educated as desired, but Mary
insisted there would be no division into choir and lay sisters -- all were to be equal.
There were problems from the clergy in accepting that a woman should have charge
of the congregation. The final problem was that Mary was told by one of the bishop's
advisers that he wanted her to return to a country town immediately. Mary responded
that she needed to see the bishop before going back there. Her response was reported
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to the bishop as a refusal to go. His advisers recommended that she be
excommunicated.

ZENIT: And what did she do when she was excommunicated?

Sister Casey: When Mary was excommunicated the other sisters were forbidden to
speak to her and many of them were also sent away from the congregation. Mary
received refuge from friends and, eventually, from a Jewish businessman who
provided a house for her and some of the women forced to leave. The Jesuit fathers
realized that an injustice had been done and continued to give her the sacraments.
Five months after the excommunication the bishop realized his error and, from his
deathbed, sent one of his priests to remove the sentence of excommunication. During
the time of excommunication, Mary would not have an unkind word said about the
bishop and continued to pray for him.

ZENIT: What was the miracle to enable her canonization?

Sister Casey: The miracle for the canonization was the cure of a lady from inoperable
lung cancer. She was given a few weeks to live, a few months at the very most. She
had no treatment whatsoever. Her family, friends and the Sisters of St. Joseph prayed
through the intercession of Blessed Mary MacKillop for her recovery. She is now,
many years later in life, well and, according to very stringent medical evidence, is free
of cancer.

The university of the catacombs

Fr Borys Gudziak, Rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University which has produced spectacular results on a
shoestring budget, addressed the University of WA on the subject on 27 July. The Record reveals its success
story.

By Dr Andrew Thomas Kania
Director of Spirituality,

/i) ()-\ Aquinas College

The Orthodox theologian Jaroslav Pelikan once
described Metropolitan Andrii Sheptys’kyi with the
| words that he was: “the most influential figure ... in
the entire history of the Ukrainian Church in the 20th
Century.” Overseeing the direction and protection of
the Ukrainian Catholic Church for nearly half a

( century as its Primate, Sheptyt’skyi set in place the
structures within his Church that would see its
eventual survival against not only the oppression of
the Nazi regime, but also the 45 years of Communist
persecution which were to follow. One of
Sheptys’kyi’s lasting legacies was his dream of
building a Ukrainian Catholic University, a place solemnly charged with the development of scholars
who could not only sustain and develop the Byzantine Rite, but play a role in the spiritual as well as the
political germination of Ukraine.

Sheptyts’kyi himself was a man of great education; he had earned three doctorates: philosophy,
theology and law — and he was also fluent in a dozen European languages, as well as

Hebrew. Education for Sheptyts’kyi was the key to the survival not only of the Ukrainian Catholic
Church — but the Ukrainian national identity. In one of his pastoral letters, Sheptyts’kyi told his
faithful: “A nation which has scholars wins respect and honour among other nations. And other nations
must reckon with such a nation. And for people in the villages, education is an item of almost primary
need. A dark, uneducated people easily wastes all that it has and lets itself be misled in every way.
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Such a nation is unapproachable with even the best idea. It doesn’t know its own faith ...”. (Sirka,
1989, p 270).

Due to tensions between the Polish government and the Ukrainian population living on Polish soil,
Sheptyts’kyi’s ambition for a Ukrainian Catholic University did not come to fruition in his lifetime. In
its place, in 1928, he established the L’viv Theological Academy and appointed Reverend losyf Slipyj
(later of Morris West’s Shoes of the Fisherman fame) to be its Rector. Despite the fact that the Polish
government forbade any awarding of degrees from the Academy, Sheptyts’kyi continued to plan for the
time when this Academy, which by World War II had 300 students enrolled, could begin life as a
recognised university. Ever the philanthropist, Sheptyts’kyi provided scholarships to students to study
abroad at the universities of Vienna, Freiburg, Rome and Innsbruck, both clergy and laity.

At the time of its closure by the Soviets, the L’viv Theological Academy had two faculties:
theology/philosophy and law. In a period of less than two decades, Sheptyts’kyi’s dream had become
the wellspring from which some of the greatest minds of the Ukrainian Catholic Church of the 20th
century were to germinate. Tragically, it was also to become the garden-bed of some of the Catholic
Church’s greatest martyrs of the 20th century; a by-product of the strong faith development engendered
by the Academy, and the viciously oppressive persecution of the Communist regime. As Fr Borys
Gudziak, the current Rector of the now Ukrainian Catholic University of L’viv writes about those early
years of the Theological Academy and the people it produced: “They walked our streets and rode on
our roads, sat on our episcopal thrones and in our confessionals; they gave lectures at solemn
conferences and reports from their professorial chairs, they studied in our Theological Academy and
seminaries. “They probably did not think that the terrible trial of martyrdom and its everlasting crown
was waiting for them....” (Gudziak, 2004, p 4). Of the 25 Ukrainian Catholics beatified by Pope John
Paul IT on 26 June 2001, many of these Ukrainian Saints had an association with the Theological
Academy as either staff or students. It goes without saying that the foundations on which the Ukrainian
Catholic University, established in 1994, now stands were dearly bought; purchased from decades of
struggle and martyrdom.

The Ukrainian Catholic University is today not only the first Eastern Catholic University in the world
but also the first Catholic University established in what was once the Soviet Union. In a remarkably
short space of time, the University has earned itself astonishing accolades. In an article in the Daily
Telegraph in London (6 June 2009), Damian Thompson wrote about the University: “You probably
haven’t heard of the Ukrainian Catholic University — but I suspect that is going to change. For this
wonderful institution offers a philosophy of teaching in radical contrast to the moribund model of
Catholic further education found in this country and much of the West.”

Moreover, a feature article in the international magazine The Economist (26 April 2010), praised the
work of Gudziak and his colleagues: “In the evening, it is time to visit an old friend, Borys Gudziak,
the inspirational rector of the Ukrainian Catholic University. In the early stages of the second world
war, the Soviet occupiers of western Ukraine murdered the university’s staff and sent the students to
the gulag. Fr Borys - a Harvard-educated American-Ukrainian - has re-founded it, with spectacular
results. Run on a shoestring, it has educated thousands of students in theology, philosophy, classics and
other subjects (it has just launched an MBA). But it is not just an academic powerhouse: part of its
mission is to provide a loving life for mentally handicapped people. Like many ex-Communist
countries, Ukraine too often adheres to the shameful standards of the Soviet Union in dealing with such
matters. Fr Borys is raising money for a grand building in which the finest accommodation will be
reserved for mentally handicapped people. That teaches the students something even more valuable
than what they learn in the classroom ... UCU is a jewel in Ukraine’s educational system. But it
struggles. A few years ago, the authorities hassled it and indirectly threatened Fr Borys with
deportation. It is affiliated with the Greek Catholic church, which is under the Pope’s authority but uses
Orthodox liturgy. Harshly persecuted in the Soviet period, the Church is still regarded with suspicion
by some Soviet-minded Ukrainians. UCU’s independent curriculum, high academic standards and
insistence on admitting solely on merit are a sharp challenge to Ukraine’s educational establishment.”

Today, the Ukrainian Catholic University — nearly a century after Sheptyts’kyi first dreamt the idea, is
fast taking its place on the world-stage as a major player in higher education. But it has a unique nature
- it is a university with a growing reputation for academic excellence — but it lives under the glowing
light of men and women who in the past, lived lives of Faith, not merely as conjecture, or from force of
habit, or cultural osmosis — but out of deeply reasoned and committed certitude; where Faith and
Reason are not opponents, but are conjugal partners in the human spirit.
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