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40 Days for Life is a new pro-life initiative 

that has produced encouraging results in the US 

and that involves rosters of men and women who 

pray over the course of the 40 days of Lent near 

an abortion 

clinic.  

A full expla-

nation of the 

programme 

plus how to 

join is found 

on handouts 

at the rear of 

the church.   
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Family  

Catechism  

session will 

take place 

this  

 SUNDAY  

March 7 

after the 

10.30am 

Mass in the 

school  

 

(entry from Victoria St) 

 

 

Further details:  Fr Ed   0408 103 125 
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Free copies of a 

booklet produced 

by The Word 

Among Us contain-

ing daily meditations 

for Lent based on 

Scripture texts of the 

day are available at 

the rear of the church. 

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

Parish Priest 
 Fr Max Polak 
 

Assistant Priest 
Fr Joseph Pich  

 

Catechetics Coordinator 
Fr Edward Barry  

Restoration Coordinator 
Thomas Hazell AO 

 

Parish Secretary 
Linas Kalade 

 

Administrative Officer 
Jeremy Fletcher 

 

Office hours  
Mon-Fri: 10.00 am-2.00 pm 

 

For urgent matters, you can contact 
Fr Max on 0438 942 043 and 
Fr Joseph on 0427 238 933.  
 

MASS TIMES 
 

Saturday Vigil:  6.30 pm 
 

Sunday:  10.30 am 
          12.00 noon (Lithuanian) 

 

Monday to Friday:  12.30 pm 
 

CONFESSIONS 
 

Saturday: 11.00 am–12.00 noon 
5.45–6.15 pm 

 

Sunday:  9.45–10.15 am 
 

Monday to Friday: 
12.00 noon–12.25 pm 
1.05–1.30 pm 

 

Tuesday: 5.00-6.00 pm 
 

BAPTISMS, WEDDINGS 
AND FUNERALS 

 

By appointment. 
 

DEVOTIONS AND 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 

 

Eucharistic Adoration:   
 Thursdays 1-2 pm 
 

Legion of Mary:  Fridays 6:30 pm 
at the presbytery. 

 

Family Catechism: Sundays       
11:30am during school term 

 

Playgroup:   Thursdays 10-
12noon in the crypt 
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3rd Sunday of Lent (C) 

In both the second reading and the Gospel passage 

of today’s Mass, one of the prevailing ideas is the 

reality of sin and the danger of remaining unre-

pentant of sin in one’s life.  

We hear how Jesus was approached by some peo-

ple who were deeply impressed by what happened 

to certain  unfortunate Jews who had fallen victim 

to cruel punishment at the hands of the Roman 

governor Pilate. Jesus knew what was going 

through their minds. They had judged that these 

persons must have been of the very worst sort to 

have something like this happen to them. It was 

quite common to draw such conclusions at that 

time, and it still happens today. However, Jesus 

responds in a way that would have been surprising 

for them. “Do you suppose these Galileans who 

suffered like that were greater sinners than any 

other Galileans? They were not, I tell you.” 

Our Lord went on to put another example— an instance of a tragic accident in the Holy 

City—that would have probably been interpreted by many in a similar fashion to the 

more recent case of the Galileans.  Again he insisted. Those upon whom the tower at 

Siloam had fallen were not any worse that many others living in Jerusalem at that time.  

“But unless you repent”, Christ goes on to say, “ you will all perish as they did.” 

Such tragic incidents always draw attention.  We only have to look at our daily news-

papers and other media. They play upon our imagination which can magnify the sense 

of tragedy, create fear and make us ask why such an event has occurred.  The fact is 

that both just and unjust persons can suffer an accidental or cruel death. Regarding the 

latter we only have to think of the example of the Christian martyrs, whom the Church 

venerates as saints. It is not so easy, then, to work out when such death constitutes a 

punishment.  

On the other hand, Jesus makes the point that if we especially fear certain forms of 

death, we should live so as not to be deserving of them as an end to an evil life. He 

seems also to be giving a warning to many of his contemporaries who were of the peo-

ple of God—the beloved fig tree planted in God’s own vineyard, the Holy City—and 

yet were living at variance with all He had given them for their growth in holiness. Je-

sus may be seen to be the man in the parable—who argues that they be given more 

time.  Perhaps they will react and repent.  Yet history shows that many did not, and the 

whole city of Jerusalem was eventually destroyed by the Romans. Yet God never 

wants the condemnation of the sinner, but rather that the sinner repent. There is a dan-

ger, however, of never really repenting.  

Lent is a season for repentance, be it of great sins or small. We should not delay react-

ing against obvious moral failings in our life, that with the grace of God and some 

struggle on our part we are able to overcome or keep from overcoming us. Besides, we 

have an especially helpful way of seeking pardon as often as needed in this life—Jesus’ 

special gift of sacramental confession. 
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TEXTS FOR TODAY’S MASS 

Entrance hymn:   70 !"#$%&'(%)&(*+&!"#$%&,-./$)  

First Reading:  !"#$%&'()*+,-*(+*.!

0")1)&2()&3""4-*.&(5$1#&$/1&53"64&"5&71$/#"8&/-)&5($/1#9-*93(28&:#-1)$&"5&0-+-(*;&&<1&31+&/-)&53"64&$"&$/1&5(#&)-+1&"5&$/1&
2-3+1#*1))&(*+&6(=1&$"&<"#1>8&$/1&="?*$(-*&"5&@"+;&&A/1#1&$/1&(*.13&"5&$/1&B"#+&(::1(#1+&$"&/-=&-*&$/1&)/(:1&"5&(&
53(=1&"5&5-#18&6"=-*.&5#"=&$/1&=-++31&"5&(&>?)/;&&0")1)&3""41+C&$/1#1&2()&$/1&>?)/&>3(D-*.&>?$&-$&2()&*"$&>1-*.&>?#*$&
?:;&&EF&=?)$&."&(*+&3""4&($&$/-)&)$#(*.1&)-./$8G&&0")1)&)(-+&E(*+&)11&2/%&$/1&>?)/&-)&*"$&>?#*$;G&&,"2&$/1&B"#+&)(2&/-=&
."&5"#2(#+&$"&3""48&(*+&@"+&6(331+&$"&/-=&5#"=&$/1&=-++31&"5&$/1&>?)/;&E0")1)8&0")1)HG&/1&)(-+;&&E<1#1&F&(=G&/1&(*9
)21#1+;& EI"=1&*"&*1(#1#G&/1&)(-+;& & EA(41&"55&%"?#&)/"1)8&5"#&$/1&:3(61&"*&2/-6/&%"?&)$(*+&-)&/"3%&.#"?*+;&&F&(=&$/1&
@"+&"5&F)((6&(*+&$/1&@"+&"5&7(6">;G&&J$&$/-)&0")1)&6"K1#1+&/-)&5(618&(5#(-+&$"&3""4&($&@"+;&&J*+&$/1&B"#+&)(-+8&EF&/(K1&
)11*&$/1&=-)1#(>31&)$($1&"5&=%&:1":31&-*&L.%:$;&&F&/(K1&/1(#&$/1-#&(::1(3&$"&>1&5#11&"5&$/1-#&)3(K19+#-K1#);&&M1)8&F&(=&2133&
(2(#1&"5&$/1-#&)?551#-*.);&&F&=1(*&$"&+13-K1#&$/1=&?:&"5&$/1&/(*+)&"5&$/1&L.%:$-(*)&(*+&>#-*.&$/1=&?:&"?$&"5&$/($&3(*+&
$"&(&3(*+&#-6/&(*+&>#"(+8&(&3(*+&2/1#1&=-34&(*+&/"*1%&53"2;G&&A/1*&0")1)&)(-+&$"&@"+8&EF&(=&$"&."8&$/1*8&$"&$/1&)"*)&"5&
F)#(13&(*+&)(%&$"&$/1=8&NA/1&@"+&"5&%"?#&5($/1#)&/()&)1*$&=1&$"&%"?;O&&P?$&-5&$/1%&()4&=1&2/($&/-)&*(=1&-)8&2/($&(=&F&
$"&$133&$/1=QG&&J*+&@"+&)(-+&$"&0")1)8&EF&J=&2/"&F&J=;&A/-)G&/1&(++1+&E-)&2/($&%"?&=?)$&)(%&$"&$/1&)"*)&"5&F)#(13R&&
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Responsorial Psalm   /&012'*34)*+5-'6+,-'**'7-'8','
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>1&(&31))"*&&5"#&?)&2/"&(#1&3-K-*.&($&$/1&1*+&"5&$/1&(.1R&&A/1&=(*&2/"&$/-*4)&/1&-)&)(51&=?)$&>1&6(#15?3&$/($&/1&+"1)&*"$&
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Offertory$hymn:     43 I"=1&'"2*8&W&B"K1&'-K-*1  

Holy, Holy, Holy:   288 

Lamb of God:   289 

Communion hymn:     58  '#(2&,-./&(*+&A(41  

Recessional hymn:   236  U$(#&"5&W61(* 
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Weekday Mass Mar 8th-12th, 2010 

  

Mon 8th 

  

Monday 3rd Week of LENT 

Commemoration of  St.John of God 
p. 120 

  

Tue 

9th 

  

Tuesday 3rd Week of LENT 

Commemoration of St.Frances of 

Rome 

p. 121 

  
Wed 10th 

  

Wednesday 3rd Week of LENT 

  

  
p. 122 

  

  

Thurs 11th 

  

Thursday 3rd week of LENT 

  

  
p. 123 

  

Fri 12th Friday 3rd week of LENT 

  

p.124 

  

Excerpts from the English translation of the Roman Missal © International 

Commission on English in the Liturgy, Inc.  All rights reserved. Scripture 

readings are taken from the Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & 

Todd Ltd and Doubleday and Company Inc.  Used by permission. 

This week’s saints 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2010   Excerpt from Australian 

Bishops’ Letter 

We wish to honour you and to thank you for the precious gift that you are to the Church 
in Australia. Each member of the Body of Christ brings their own God-given gifts to the 
fundamental task in front of us all – to seek to build up God’s Kingdom in our own place 
and our own time. As women, you bring to this holy enterprise a special gift, which Pope 

John Paul II famously described as “the genius of 
women”. We see this genius brought to vibrant life all 
around us, both in the Church and in the wider world. 
It is there in the face of a young  woman setting out on 
the journey to explore her vocation and find her place 
in the world. It is there in women, married or single, 
whose faith inspires them to excel in their profession. 
It is there in wives and mothers who nurture and love 
their offspring and bring them to know the love of 
Jesus Christ. We see it in the service and devotion of 
women with a vocation to the religious life as well as 
in those very many unsung women who are carers or 
who serve the poor, the outcast, the lonely, the sick in 
the spirit of true social justice modelled by Christ. We 
see it too in those women who play a vital role in the 

new ecclesial movements emerging in the life of the Church….Holiness of life is the 

St John of God (1495 – 1550)  John came from a noble but poor 

Portuguese family and in his early life was a farmworker and later, 

a soldier. He came under the influence of St John of Avila and 

settled in Granada where he was inspired to dedicate himself to 

the care of the poor and the sick.  With this purpose in mind he 

founded the Order of Hospitallers,  now spread throughout the 

world. 

St Frances of Rome (1384 – 1440)  Francesca was a noblewoman 

of Rome married to head of the Papal troops. She gave birth to six 

children, two of whom died in infancy. She was dedicated to the 

poor of Rome and beloved by them. She received many extraordi-

nary gifts. 

Canonization of Blessed 

Mary MacKilllop 
Australia 

will have 

its first 

saint when 

on Sunday, 

October 17 

Mary 

MacKillop, 

Foundress 

of the Sis-

ters of St Joseph, is canonized in 

Rome by Pope Benedict XVI.  

She was a pioneer of education 

for the poor and for those in 

many remote areas of Australia 

and New Zealand.  

Lenten giving—  

Project Compassion 

 
Project Compassion is 

the yearly Lenten cam-

paign to raise money 

for the worthy and ef-

ficient projects carried 

out by Caritas Austra-

lia overseas. These in-

clude aid to earth-

quake stricken Haiti 

and Chile as well as 

many other long terms 

forms of assistance to developing countries. Please 

give generously this Lent.  Material (envelopes and 

boxes for family contributions) are available on the 

tables at the rear of the church. 
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